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Rocket Team Lifts Off at NASA Competition
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- The Cedarville University Student Rocket Team took flight at the NASA
Student Launch 2022 competition in Huntsville, Alabama, placing second in two categories during the
three-day competition in April.
A total of 60 teams, 44 in the university division, launched rockets for the NASA-sponsored competition.
Schools involved included the U.S. Air Force Academy, Ohio State University, Purdue University and the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte, which won the overall competition.
Cedarville University won the second-place rookie team award, won by James Madison University, and
the second-place reusable launch vehicle award, won by Purdue University, presented to teams that
innovatively crafted well-constructed rocket designs, while maintaining rocket safety and efficiency.
Annually, students create amateur rockets to launch, fly at an altitude of 4,000-6,000 feet and
successfully land at the event. This year, teams were also tasked with creating a rocket capable of
autonomously identifying and communicating its location back to the team without the use of a GPS.
This was done to simulate landing an aircraft on a distant planet, like missions such as NASA’s Mars
Curiosity Rover.
Cedarville University’s team calls themselves the “Forerunners,” a name apt for the University's first trip
to the competition. While some teams brought more than 60 students, Cedarville found success with
seven mechanical and computer engineering students. Team members include team leader Chad
Sanderson of North Huntingdon, Pennsylvania; Jacob Titus of Medford, New Jersey; Peter Duttweiler of
Montgomery, Texas; Nehemiah Branson of Kingston, Ohio; Dawson Tso of Dublin, New Hampshire;
Forrest Putnam of Glenwood, Washington; and Grant Dupler of Amanda, Ohio.
Team advisors were Dr. Tom Ward, associate professor of mechanical engineering, and Dr. Tim Tunistra,
professor of electrical engineering. Additional volunteers to the team include Trent Huelskamp, Daniel
Hogsed, Stuart Nowery, Cindy Rodman, Grace Fearday and Joseph Copeland.
“This competition prepares students for real-world engineering challenges they will face when they
graduate,” Ward said. “It not only includes engineering challenges, but also presentation skills,
leadership and teamwork.”
Two students were additionally recognized by Cedarville University's School of Engineering and
Computer Science for their effort. Sanderson won the Daniel Award to recognize his consistent spiritual
leadership throughout his senior year, which was exemplified by his sharing of the Gospel on TV during

an interview with NASA at the competition. Titus won the Engineering Design Award for his work on the
air brake system on the rocket.
The Student Rocket Team will return to NASA’s competition next year with a team of 11 students led by
Dr. Ward and senior Anne Rourke from Highlands Ranch, Colorado. Inspired by the “Forerunners”
success, the team looks forward to deepening their STEM engagement with local grade schools and
expanding on their predecessors' accomplishments by winning more awards at next year's competition.
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution
with an enrollment of 4,715 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more than 150 areas of
study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in Ohio, recognized nationally
for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, including the Bachelor of Science
in Mechanical Engineering, strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health
science offerings, and high student engagement ranking. For more information about the University,
visit cedarville.edu.
Written by Alex Boesch
NASA Video -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1B1IMc9JtM
-- Cedarville Student Interview with NASA (1:43:07-1:47:26)
-- Launch from NASA competition (2:17:22 -- 2:18:48)
Cedarville Students Preliminary Prep and Launch Video -CedarvilleRocketLaunch2022.mp4
Photo captions:
1- The “Forerunners” won second in two categories, rookie team and reusable rocket award, at the
NASA Student Launch competition.
2- Cedarville University’s Student Rocket Team shows off their rocket.
Photos by Tom Ward, Cedarville University

